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Paddy Farming Restoration in the Great East Japan Earthquake’s
Tsunami-hit Areas: Agricultural Structure Change and Organized

Agricultural Management Entities

ONO Tomoaki, YOSHIDA Yukisato, ISHTHARA Kiyofumi, HIRABAYASHI Mitsuyuki,
FUKUDA Ryuichi, HATA Koji and YOSHII Kunihisa

Summary

The objective of this paper is to evaluate the structural changes in paddy farming and the
characteristics of organized agricultural management entities in the Great East Japan Earthquake's
tsunami-hit areas. The following results were obtained from the evaluation:

First, after the tsunami, retired farmers’ farmland was accumulated by large-scale farmers and
organized agricultural management entities.

Second, new organized agricultural management entities were established in areas where the
amount of farmland provided by retired farmers was more than large-scale farmers were able to rent.

Third, organized agricultural management entities made up of small numbers’ farmers were newly
established in areas where there were many large-scale farmers. Community-based management
entities were newly established in areas where there were few large-scale farmers.

Fourth, in the flatlands, most organized agricultural management operators work full-time, while in
the mountains, most operators are part-time.

Fifth, many of the organized agricultural management entities have achieved the optimum scale
for paddy field management (50 ha-100 ha or more). They are established within a range of single or

multiple rural communities, most of which are villages established during the Edo period.

Keywords: Great East Japan Earthquake, paddy farming, agricultural structural change, organized

agricultural management entities, case analysis
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